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Press Release

Evicting the Poor at EWS Quarters, Ejipura, Bangalore

PUCL-Bangalore strongly condemns the illegitimate move by BBMP to
forcefully evict residents of the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) slum
in Ejipura, Koramangala by switching off their water supply, blocking
their common toilet facilities and not collecting garbage — which is now
piling up there.

In a Public Private Partnership (PPP) with Maverick Holdings Ltd, BBMP
exchanged eight of the fifteen acres of the original EWS land, for
construction of 1640 quarters for the community. What makes this deal
unacceptable to the current residents is that these are for allotment only to
the original residents of the BBMP quarters, which were razed to ground
by the authorities when one of the buildings collapsed.

Most of the beneficiaries under the current scheme no longer reside in the
EWS slums; the direst poor and needy, who currently live there, do not
qualify for any benefits from the state, even when evicted and their homes
razed.

In the context of forceful evictions of slum dwellers, Supreme Court has
ruled that right to shelter is a part of right to life, enshrined by Article 21 of
our constitution. PUCL demands that state run organisations, like BBMP,
not resort to draconian means to render our poorest shelter-less. PUCL
further demands that BBMP exhibit some constitutional responsibility and
make immediate provisions, within the current plan, to also house all those
whom it desires it evict — namely, all the current dwellers of EWS quarters.
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